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FEW EXISTING PARKS + SQUARES IN CENTRAL PARRAMATTA
Only St Johns Square lawn and church Mall       
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MAKE NEW PUBLIC PLACES FOR ENJOYMENT IN CENTRAL PARRAMATTA
Open access to state and commonwealth owned Lancer Barracks and Parramatta Public 
School's playing fields - share  amenity with the people of Parramatta.
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EXISTING NETWORK OF STREETS AND LANES
The existing large impenetrable urban block limits pedestrian connections in proximity to 
Parramatta Station

DIVERSIFY + ENRICH PEDESTRIAN ACCESS
Open access through Lancer Barracks and Parramatta Public School, and diversify and enrich 
the experience of pedestrain access to Parramatta Station and between the station and the 
wharf. 
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legend

railway viaduct and square

urban blocks

over sized urban block

Lancer Barracks - 1.2Ha

future lightrail along Macquarie Street

existing and future public transport thresholds : 
railway, ferry and lightrail

200m transit stop pedestrian shadow
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This drawing is to be read in conjunction with all 
relevant contracts, specifications, reports and 
drawings. Copyright is vested in HILL THALIS 
Architecture + Urban Projects. Do not scale from 
drawings. All dimensions to be confirmed with survey.
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Opportunities  for public space at Lancer Barracks - Design Sketch
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legend

existing parks

potential new public access "parks"

railway viaduct and square

expanded park to park walking choices 

urban blocks 

Central Parramatta lacks 
adequate green public space.

"Between 2016 and 2036, the 
population for the City of 
Parramatta is forecast to increase 
by 154,051 people (65.56% 
growth)" * 

Public access to existing public 
space is necessary.

Eastern access to and from 
Parramatta Station is inadequate.

Public access through existing 
public sites  is necessary.

50m 150m

*https://forecast.id.com.au/parramatta
/population-summary

PARRAMATTA’S CITY CENTRE 
LACKS PUBLIC OPEN SPACE. 

A LARGE PUBLIC 
LAND-HOLDING EXISTS, BUT 
LACKS ACCESS. 

THERE IS A HUGE POTENTIAL 
TO ADD MORE PUBLIC SPACE

PARRAMATTA NEEDS MORE PUBLIC SPACE.

Parramatta is transforming, yet it lacks adequate public spaces for increased residents and workers. 
“Between 2016 and 2036, the population for the City of Parramatta is forecast to increase by 154,051 
people (65.56% growth)”. * 

PARRAMATTA CAN HAVE MORE PUBLIC SPACE.

Lancer Barracks and the two schools have a significant urban tree canopy and recreation space which 
can be shared with the public and used more widely. Potential additional public and green space could 
add up to 1.1 Ha to central Parramatta’s limited public domain.
*https://forecast.id.com.au/parramatta/population-summary



SIGNIFICANT HERITAGE .. .  WITH HUGE POTENTIAL



LANCER BARRACKS CAN BECOME 
PARRAMATTA’S CENTRAL GREEN-SPACE - 
HERE’S HOW:
1. Reinstate the historic relationship between Lancer Barracks and 

Macquarie Street. Utilise formal plantings.
2. Demolish less significant buildings on the south of the site and consider 

new public and community uses to activate the precinct.
3. Design an insightful interpretation of the building lost from the Barracks 

three-part ensemble, as a public place - an open canopy is suggested.
4. Formalise “Barracks Square” & green lawn between the three structures.
5. Extend a pedestrian and cyclist connection from Little Street past Barrack 

Square to Smith Street and Parramatta Sq.
6. Introduce additional entries from Smith Street and Hassall Street. 
7. Create new paths to connect Barracks Square to Macquarie Street.


