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HUNTER BUSINESS CHAMBER LTD
ACN 083 977 459


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The Minutes of the meeting held on 3 November 2023 
at Surfhouse, Henderson Street, Merewether NSW
Meeting Opened at 12.30
Present:
	Richard Anicich

Jack Antcliff

Lotte Baker

Kevin Baker

Mike Bardsley

Ben Belfield

Altabul Biddut

Dean Birkett

Shawn Bond

David Booth

Katie Brassil

Tim Browne
Alex Caldwell

Mal Coble
Alex Cockerill
Kirsty Davies
	Bertus Devilliers

Andrew Duncom
Hennie du Plooy
Roslyn Earnshaw
Lauren Eyles

Justin Ford
Carey Gent
Chris Gilmore

Jamie Graham

Tony Hayes

Gavin Heydon

Brittany Jamison

Johannes Johns

Steve Johnston

Amanda Kerr

Peter Lawrence
	Suzie Leask

Kyle Loads

Dave Maslin

Liam Manning

Martin Matthews

Alex McDonald

Lee-Ann McMurray

John Merrell

Natalie Mitchell

Victoria Murimwa

Paul Murphy

Jon Novoselac

Garret O’Connor

Richard Page

David Percival

Matt Richardson
	Jenny Roberts

Peter Rundle

Simon Rutten

Shahzad Sandhu

Emily Smith

Craig Sparks

Mark Stace

Julie Sutton

Ross Taggart

Hugh Tait

Glenn Thornton

Brendan Tobin

Jonathan Vandervoot

Penelope Williams

Brad Woollett



	In attendance:
	
	
	

	Mark Apthorpe

Duski Bajic

Kenny Barry

Sally Bartley

Ian Boake

Alex Brennan

Annalisa Ceccato

Adam Clarke
	Hayden Cornish

Heather Dalzell

Wendy Donovan

Allan Greer

Keagan Haight

David Harding

Bob Hawes

Jesslyn Ireland
	Grahame Irwin

Stacey Kelly

Wilfred Lanser

Sheena Martin

Paul Muir

Nick Novak

Jacinta Outlaw

Richard Pye
	Josh Rhodes

Stephen Saladine

Rosalie Taggart

Cameron Taggart

Peter Thrift

Charlie Wilson

Mike Young


	Item
	Minute

	1. Opening and Welcome
	The President Lauren Eyles chaired and opened the 2023 Annual General meeting at 12.30 and welcomed members and guests to the meeting.

	2. Call for Apologies
	Apologies were received and noted from Seamus Burke, Ian Pedersen, Ashleigh John, Genelle Scotts, Keiran Balkin, Sarah Collins, John Cordingley, Emma Dean, James Martin, Renee Searant, Peter Whelen, Kyle Wilson, Josh Haricher, David Le Marachant, Tony Rhodes, and Holly Martin.

	3. Confirmation of 2022 Minutes
	The Minutes from the 2022 annual general meeting, circulated prior to the meeting were adopted on a motion moved by Glenn Thornton and seconded by Holly Martin.
The chair noted there were no matters arising from the minutes of the meeting.

	4. Presidents Report
	The chair addressed the meeting and noted that despite the external economic challenges Business Hunter was able to grow its membership and regional influence and significance across the year. The President’s report is attached.

The chair noted the following directors would continue to serve on the board for 2024.
· Glenn Thornton, Senior Vice President

· Holly Martin, Vice President

· Tony Rhodes, Immediate Past President  

· Hennie du Plooy, Director

· Genelle Scotts, Local Chamber representative and Director
· Ashleigh John, Director
· Seamus Burke, Director

· Peter Lawrence, Director

· Natalie Mitchell, director for NSW Business Chamber Ltd as NSWBC Ltd representative.

The President thanked the directors for their service and the Business Hunter and Business NSW staff for their assistance and support.

	5. Annual Review, Financial Statements and Auditors Report
	The chair noted the Financial Statements incorporating the audit statement and annual review had been circulated prior to the meeting. The chair called for the adoption of the Financial Statements. The annual report incorporating the Financial Statements was endorsed on the motion of Hennie du Plooy, seconded by Natalie Mitchell.
The chair acknowledged the support from the Business NSW in preparation of the accounts and thanked the work of the Audit and Governance committee and Martin Mathews from PKF, the independent representative on the Audit and Governance committee.

	6. Special item
	The chair announced the bestowing of Hunter Business Chamber Life Membership to Ross Taggart and presented a gift on behalf of the Board and membership. 

	7. Other Business
	There was no other business for which due notice had been given.

	Close of meeting
	The meeting closed at 12.50pm 


Confirmed:  (((((………..((((………..((((((((((  Date:  ………………….………….


(President)

Hunter Business Chamber 

Annual General Meeting – Presidents Address
3 November 2023
Lauren Eyles, President

It is my pleasure to provide the President’s Report for the 2022-23 financial year.

When I look back on yet another busy and transformative year, I am proud to reflect on our collective achievements.
As the fog of the pandemic finally lifted, other issues were revealed, including unfavourable economic headwinds, critical housing shortages, soaring energy costs, and workforce shortages. In these challenging times, we have stood by our commitment to not only weather these storms alongside the region’s businesses, but to harness the winds of change to propel us toward even greater heights.

The Hunter region, with its rich history and potential, has consistently demonstrated its resilience, and we know the road ahead is filled with opportunities for growth and prosperity. 
In these changing times, Business Hunter remains your unwavering partner, dedicated to fostering growth, advocating for your needs, and championing the prosperity of our region. Together, we will continue to build a brighter future for the Hunter, leveraging the opportunities that lie before us.

Like many of you, we have continued to run a prudent budget, focusing on growing our membership base and increasing our event income, all while containing costs. I am pleased to report that our efforts are paying off, and our reserves have been steadily growing. This position ensures that we can not only fulfill our core mission of supporting and advocating for local businesses but also invest in the growth of the Hunter region.
Of course, it’s the people who bring life to these financial plans, and I would like to offer my thanks to our small yet mighty team at Business Hunter. Not for profit organisations tend to attract individuals who are deeply committed to the cause and believe in the organisation's work, and Business Hunter is no exception.  The team’s passion, professionalism, and support continue to be the driving force behind our organisation, and I am grateful for their contributions.
On behalf of Business Hunter, I’d also like to express my sincere gratitude for your continued support and collaboration. It is through our collective efforts that we can truly make a difference in our region. 

We look forward to another year of shared accomplishments and progress.

My term as President continues for another year and I look forward to working with the Board, the Business Hunter team and the members as we continue to advocate for their interests and the prosperity of the Hunter Region.
I believe it is worth restating the makeup of the Business Hunter Board and Executive for the 2023/24 term:

· Glenn Thornton, Senior Vice President.

· Holly Martin, Vice President

· Tony Rhodes, Immediate past President

I will also be part of the Executive as President.

The Executive will be joined by sitting directors Ashleigh John, Seamus Burke, Peter Lawrence, Natalie Mitchell, Hennie du Plooy, Genelle Scotts.
Please join with me in thanking the directors for their ongoing commitment and support of Business Hunter.

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen.
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